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a nearsighted child glasses for the first time and what youll hear immediately is I can see the leaves. This
sudden clarity strikes the protagonist Conner DuMont in the final chapter of The Mule Shoe but it comes with a
price. The dogma, promises and tradition of the past are gone. He can no longer go on doing things the way
they have always been done. With this change comes awareness of his conformity and acquiescence to a
society built on evil. The Mule Shoe is Conners journey through his subconscious that takes him, past and
present, through beliefs and memories to final acceptance of a new era built on truth. The trauma of the
horror of combat hastens the process. Like the peeling of an onion causing tears, Conners gradual descent into
his mind unleashes emotions that overwhelm reality. The story is set at the battle of Spotsylvania, Virginia, in
1864 during the American Civil War, but Conners mental journey encompasses his childhood on the sea islands
of South Carolina, the recent death of his cousin for which he blames himself, and the fantasy of life through
the eyes of the common soldiers he meets. He struggles to stay in the present but death, and the fear
surrounding it, propel him into a dream world of memories, real and imagined. His day to day reality is
increasingly bombarded with hallucinations in which the significant people of his past and present deliver a
running commentary on his life. As the combat worsens at the Muleshoe Salient, he is unable to diFerentiate
reality from delusion. He creates a world of calming touch to replace the insanity of war, readily embracing the
delusion of soothing affection...
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