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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1888 edition. Excerpt: . W nne catley, the subject of the following Memoir, sj was one
of the most celebrated actresses of the latter half of the last century. Her personal beauty, her high vocal
abilities, and her connection with certain wellknown personages of the upper class, acquired for her a notoriety
that was certainly distinguished, if not altogether enviable. Various writers having expressed themselves very
differently as to this lady s character, it will be interesting to gather together and present in a consecutive
narrative such authentic facts as are procurable. An author living at the time she flourished speaks of her as at
present justly the most celebrated for her musical powers the British Theatre ever boasted, and says, she is the
daughter of a hackney coachman who lived near Tower Hill. All accounts of her seem agreed about this, and
that she was born in the year 1745, as the writer says, like a bright orient gem, when removed from the dark
bowels of the earth, emerging from an obscure and gloomy alley in the neighbourhood of Tower Hill. Her
father, he says, if he could not boast of luxury himself, most essentially contributed to the enjoyment of it in
others. His courses were generally above the vulgar level, for he was in short, and in plain English, neither more
nor less than a gentleman s coachman. As to the particular occupation of the mother, opinion is much divided,
but the most prevalent is...
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