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officers. 3. We are taught to notice, also, the wisdom of that
providential arrangement which classifies society into different
divisions. It is the settled arrangement that the rich and poor
meet together. Ye have the poor with you always, said the Son
of God. The distribution of men into classes may answer
purposes highly essential to the welfare of society. The
existence of poverty furnishes occasion for the exercise of
virtues which could not be developed under other
circumstances. Contentment, patience, resignation are thus
fostered among the poor. Compassion, benevolence and
generosity among the rich. Thus in both classes dispositions
are promoted which tend to draw into close affinity the whole
mass of society. Let the prevailing selfishness of mankind exert
its power, unchecked by the restraining influence of those
virtues which the existence of poverty occasions, and the
miseries of the world...
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