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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1905 edition. Excerpt: .rescue him with some difficulty and renew their instruction.
Through God s Merciful Providences he is led to repentance and reconciliation to God. He then turns preacher
and warns the audience to avoid Satan and the pope. That this play was a sort of supplement to the Protestant
pulpit is shown by the speech in which Hypocrisy names the shams he has foisted on the world in the name of
religion. The list includes about sixty shams, ranging from holy cardinals, holy popes, to holy parchments, holy
papers. The term Interlude was sometimes applied to these Moralities, from the custom of having them
exhibited during the intervals of banquets or other pastimes, but it properly belongs to a form of comedy which
had its rise about the middle of the sixteenth century. So far as the Interlude introduces real men and women,
though they stand beside abstractions, it marks an advance over the Morality. John Heywood (d. 1565) used this
form to satirize the corruption of the Catholic Church, to which, however, he was a faithful adherent. His Four P
s (Palmer, Pardoner, Poticary, Pedlar) is an excellent illustration of satire and comic dialogue. It contains no
intrigue, no action, but is simply a presentation of character by means of collocation and contrast. Another
advance was made a few years later by John Bale in his King Johan (1548), wherein historical personages are
introduced beside abstractions, but the abstractions are concerned less with the...
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