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cooperation. Excerpt: . . . 11 mation. USAID is contributing to the development of this foundation through tech-
nical assistance and participation in regional and global initiatives. USAID invests more than 7 million each year
to strengthen routine monitoring for emergence and spread of drug resistant malaria and reporting of
diseases, ena-bling governments to quickly identify and respond to a malaria outbreak in a region.
Mainstreaming Rapid Diagnostics New community-based approaches to diagnostics, including rapid
diagnostics tests, can help overcome insuHicient laboratory capacity or resource shortages to en-hance from
receiving disease surveillance information to response. USAID is work-ing to develop diagnostics tests for both
falciparum and Vivax infections, assisting in manufacturing and mainstreaming the use of rapid diagnostic kits
around the world. In South East Asia, ACTs are routinely deployed with rapid diagnostic test kits, and in Africa,
these tests are rapidly becoming integral in process of malaria diagnosis. Identifying Drug Resistance Factors
Improper prescription of medications by pharmacists and self-prescribing of ma-laria medications contribute
to malaria drug resistance. Poor quality and counterfeit malaria medications also contribute to drug resistance
as well as ill health and death. In an eHort to improve prescription practices and assure eHective malaria
medications reach consumers, USAID supported research studies in Africa, Asia and Latin America to determine
the extent of improper malaria medication practices. They found that household treatment practices are all
too often inadequate. In Cam-bodia, for instance, it was found that only 11 percent of people with...
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