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Subject: Medical informatics -- United States. Excerpt: . . . care of separated service members as they transition
to veteran status, as well as to the adjudication of disability claims. One of the departments demonstration
projects - the Laboratory Data Laboratory Interface Initiative Sharing Interface ( LDSI ) - is now fully
operational and is deployed when Allows VA and DOD to Share local agencies have a business case for its use
and sign an agreement. It Lab Resources requires customization for each locality and is currently deployed at
nine locations. LDSI currently supports a variety of chemistry and hematology tests, and, at one of the nine
locations, anatomic pathology and microbiology tests. Once LDSI is implemented at a facility, the only
nonautomated action needed for a laboratory test is transporting the specimens. If a test is not performed at a
VA or DOD doctors home facility, the doctor can order the test, the order is transmitted electronically to the
appropriate lab ( the other departments facility or in some cases a local commercial lab ), and the results are
returned electronically. Among the benefits of the LDSI interface, according to VA and DOD, are increased
speed in receiving laboratory results and decreased errors from manual entry of orders. The LDSI project
manager in San Antonio stated that another benefit of the project is the time saved by eliminating the need to
rekey orders at processing labs to input the information into the laboratories systems. Additionally, the San
Antonio VA facility no longer has to contract out some of its laboratory work to private companies, but instead
uses the DOD laboratory....
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