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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Reminiscences of Richard Titus Willson, 1793-1878,
Vol. 1 of 1 This venerable gentleman, who died at Newmarket, on the 18th inst., in the 86th year of his age, was
one of those most admirable men who bore so prominent a part in the early settlement of the country, and
who, as they pass away, deserve an honourable notice. Fortunately the deceased left interesting memoranda of
the history of his family and of his own life. It could be wished that more of these veteran pioneers had done the
same, and placed them in the hands of those who might make use of them. From Mr. Willson s memoranda we
gather that his family was of Norman descent, having (as he learned from the family tradition) come to
England with William the Conqueror, and settled in Northumberland. In William Il s time, a branch from which
his family descended accompanied that Monarch to Ireland, where, like many of his companions in arms, he
settled in the North. The family engaged in the linen trade and remained till 1775, when his immediate ancestor,
Hugh Willson, emigrated to Poughkeepsie, on the Hudson River, State of New York, then a British Colony. Here
the subject of this notice was born on the 5th April, 1793, and resided till 1800, when he removed with his
parents, who prefered a home under the British flag, in Canada. The difficulties of transport in those early days
are strikingly described in his memoranda. We came by sloop to Albany, he writes, thence by waggons to
Schenectady. We there bought a boat. In this we passed up th Mohawk River as far as where...
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