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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Irrepressible Conflict: A Speech The slave system
is one of constant danger, distrust, suspicion, and watchfulness. It debases those whose toil alone can produce
wealth and resources for defence, to the lowest degree of which human nature is capable, to guard against
mutiny and insurrection, and thus wastes energies which otherwise might be employed in national
development and aggrandizement. The free-labor system educates all alike, and by opening all the fields of
industrial employment, and all the departments of authority, to the unchecked and equal rivalry of all classes
of men, at once secures universal contentment, and brings into the highest possible activity all the physical,
moral, and social energies of the whole State. In States where the slave-system prevails, the masters, directly or
indirectly, secure all political power, and constitute a ruling aristocracy. In States where the free-labor system
prevails, universal suffrage necessarily obtains, and the State inevitably becomes, sooner or later, a republic or
democracy. Russia yet maintains slavery, and is a despotism. Most of the other European states have abolished
slavery, and adopted the system of free labor. It was the antagonistic political tendencies of the two systems
which the first Napoleon was contemplating when he predicted that Europe would ultimately be either all
Cossack or all Republican. Never did human sagacity utter a more pregnant truth. The two systems are at once
perceived to be incongruous. But they are more than incongruous - they are incompatible. They never have
permanently existed together in one country, and they never can. It would be easy to demonstrate this
impossibility, from the irreconcilable contrast between their great principles and characteristics. But the
experience...
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