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Washington February 20, 1892, for the Determination of Questions Between the Two Governments Concerning
the Jurisdictional Rights of the United States I Mr. Cartee. Mr. President: it would be evidence of insensibility on
my part if in opening the discussion upon the important questions with which we are to deal I should fail to
express my sense of the novelty, the importance, and the dignity of the case, and of the high character of the
Tribunal which it is my privilege to address. You, Mr. President, in acknowledging the honor conferred upon you
by your election as President, expressed in appropriate language those aspirations and hopes which are excited
and gratified by so signal an attempt as this to remove all occasion for the employment of force between
nations by the substitution of reason in the settlement of controversies. I beg to express my concurrence in
those sentiments. Nor should I omit a grateful recognition of the extreme kindness with which the agent and
counsel on the part of the United States Government have been received. Not only has this magnificent building
with all its appliances been freely offered for the deliberations of the Tribunal itself, but every aid and assistance
which we as counsel could desire have been freely extended to us. We recognize in this a fine and generous
hospitality, worthy of France and her great capital - the fair and beautiful capital of the world. Mr. President, in
reference to the statement which was made by my...
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