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illustrated. 1852 Excerpt: . . . up this beautiful river, or into its numerous tributaries, wherever fancy dictated;
and but little, occurred to mar the pleasure afforded us by the innumerable beauties and luxuries of this fertile
country. We were generally hospitably received and treated wherever we went ashore, but at some few hamlets,
upon our refusing to gratify an impertinent curiosity, and tc. , attempts were made to detain us. None of them
succeeded, however, as we were determined to preserve our freedom at almost any sacrifice; but we were more
than once compelled to beat a hasty retreat to our boat, and sometimes smartly skir mishing by the way, with
sticks, stones, Stc. The natural beauties of the country entirely surpass our feeble powers of description. Dense
forests, and shady groves, composed of every variety of trees, from those of enormous size, to the light and
graceful palm, contrasted finely with smiling fields, which were profusely ornamented with Rowers of every
hue. All kinds and descriptions of tropical plants and fruits, were every where spontaneously produced in the
greatest profusion. We particularly noticed every variety of peppers growing along the banks of the river and
little inlets, as plentifully as whortleberries in Yankee land. These woods and trees, too, were full of life.
Parroquets we had long ceased to notice, on account of their immense numbers; but we were continually
surprised and delighted with the great variety of parrots and macaws, both wild and tame. They were of all
sizes,...
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