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April, 21, 1856 The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, having under consideration the bill to authorize the
people of the Territory of Kansas to form a constitution and State government, preparatory to their admission
into the Union when they have the requisite population - Mr. Clay said: Mr. President, this debate, on the part of
the advocates of insurrection in Kansas, has been worthy of their cause. Prom its inauguration by the Senator
om New Hampshire, Mr. Hale, in his furious onslaught upon the Presidents annual message, down to the
attempt to foist upon the Senate the spurious memorial of the amateur Legislature at Topeka, they have
displayed more personal, partisan, and sectional asperity, than I have ever witnessed on this floor. They seem
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disorder, and subvert the laws of that Territory. They appear not as impartial arbiters; of this great
controversy, but as zealous advocates with contingent fees Testing on its decision. Determined to know and to
present but one side, they concede no violation of law, order, morality, or propriety, by their clients. Instead of
exhibiting the impartiality, dignity, and sobriety of an Areopagus, in whose justice and judgment contending
States may confide, they have betrayed the rancorous prejudice of sectional bigotry, and the blind passion of
selfish partisanship. They have assailed the reputations not only of those who have appeared as prominent
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