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Excerpt: .of the road. The mules, already jaded by travelling
across the sandy plain, went slowly along, their heads
dropping to the ground. The pale moon, occasionally
overshadowed by clouds, threw a ghastly light over the desert,
and skeletons of animals glistening in her beams, strewed the
way, adding horror to the scene. Shortly before dawn we
entered some hills to the westward where the heat was less
intense. Three of the mules were unable to go farther, and their
saddles and packs were placed on other animals, and men left
with them, together with some reeds and beans and a small
supply of water. We were now all on foot, our animals having
barely sufficient strength to carry their saddles. At daylight we
began to scatter and those who could go in advance did so, for
our thirst was beginning to be intolerable. It...
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