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illustrated. 1874 edition. Excerpt: . . . only that of Munich, which contains four hundred thousand printed
volumes, like the library of Oxford and the library of the Vatican. Good Heavens! what a quantity of books!
Without speaking of the manuscripts; and there are not less than fifty thousaud of them at the library of the
Vatican. Are the libraries of France as well eudowed as those which you have just named Still more liberally
endowed. For instance, the library of the street Richelieu at Paris contains seven hundred and fifty thousand
printed volumes and eighty thousand manuscripts. Well, | see it will be long before we can rival wjth Europe. As
regards quantity only; for, thanks toMr N, our library will not possess a single worthless volume. So much the
better, indeed, for in ail things, but especially in books, the quality is worth more than the quantity. unes des
vastes bibliothques que vous avez visites en Eu rope Je me bornerai vous citer celle de Munich, qui contient
quatre cent mille imprims, comme la bibliothque iOxford et comme la bibliothque du Vatican. Que de livres,
grand Dteu! Sans parler des manuscrits; et il ny en a pas moins de cinquante mille la bibliothque du Vatican.
Les bibliothques de France sontrelles aussi riches que celles que vous venez de mentionner Plus riches encore.
Ainsi la bibliothque de la rue Richelieu Paris renferme sept cent cinquante mille imprims et quatre-vingt mille
manuscrits. Allons, je vois bien quil nous faudra bien longtemps...
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